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millenniums of prehistoric and historic experience, Whatever
his first-hand knowledge of the world and of human nature,
he could not entirely free himself of the moral formulas
which he had been taught. Between his knowledge and his
formulas arose the conflict which muddied the streams of
his own life. That conflict, however, begat Ahab. In Ahab
Melville was creating higher than he knew. He came to no
passionate, serene decision, either that God is always just,
however incomprehensible, or that nature, however habit-
able to man, lacks any interest in his fortunes. But Melville,
exhibiting AhaVs hatred of evil, reveals a profound truth:
that men, hating too much, become what they hate. In the
end it is Ahab that is evil, not the white whale going about
his business in the order of his nature.

The passion in Moby Dick makes the language always high,
often toplofty, whether the chapters in their changing se-
quence are given over to speculation, information, poetry, or
comedy. The book is far more unified and more intelligible
than Mardi, The story, in its enormous way, marches* "Gall
me IshmaeV* the narrator says in the first sentence, cutting
himself off from the ordinary, friendly world* He goes to New
Bedford, takes up with a cannibal liarpooncr, pins the crew
of the Pequod! at Nantucket, and is at sea before he suspects
the purposes of Ahab. They become evident to Ishmael but
slowly. In the interval, while the ship makes its way toward
the action, he has time to expound the technique of his call-
ing and to describe the characters who arc engaged in it with
him. Even on the Pacific the Pequod cannot go directly to
its mark. It must move through dull delays, while the illusion
of its single, unavoidable aim gathers strength, Its path crosses
that of many another vessel, and they exchange the news of
the ocean till there has been woven of their crossings and
communications a solid fabric of knowledge concerning all
that goes on there. Finally, when it comes to the struggle with
Moby Dick, the mad captain and his fated crew have built